Appendix C

To the minutes of the WSO/UV Meeting in Moscow, June 22, 2004 
Speech of G.M.Polishchuk 
Dear Meeting participants,

I am glad to greet here representatives from 11 countries, ESA representative and, of course, Russian participants.

We are in for the important meeting devoted to the perspectives of the international collaboration on the World Space Observatory project. Russian Federal Space Agency has already made some attempts to organize such a meeting in 2003 and 2004. Due to different reasons it has not taken place, but now, I think, we can work effectively and as the result to draw up plans of effective international cooperation on the Project as the minimum.

World Space Observatory (WSO/UV) is the extra-atmospheric observatory for observations in the UV spectral range. The basic instrument is the telescope of 1.7 m diameter, equipped with high and low resolution spectrographs, cameras for high quality imaging in the UV and optical spectral ranges and, probably, with spectropolarometer. The observatory will help in solving of a wide range of the most significant and actual problems of the fundamental space science. The WSO/UV will have abilities close to those of the Hubble Space Telescope and will even exceed it in some significant parameters.

In the present-day world for realization of any big project the international cooperation is required. Russia also looks for it. The idea of the World Space Observatory, suggested by the group of European astronomers in the end of last century, falled in a fertile field. The essence of this idea is the maximum development of the international cooperation and the effective use of results we have at present in order to make it possible to build the space observatory in reasonable time and with reasonable costs. We know for example that construction and service costs of Hubble Space Telescope were really astronomical – 3 to 6 billions dollars (depending on whether we take into account service missions costs or not). Of course, in present situation such expenses for the cosmic telescope look absolutely unreal.    

The preliminary study of the World Space Observatory project has shown that it is possible to create such a powerful observatory is possible with significantly lower expenses and this way requires thought-out and effectively organized international cooperation.

 Dear participants, in your countries as well as in Russia the project founds very strong support in scientific community and possible ways of realization are proposed. Of course, scientists are usually great enthusiasts and it is good because enthusiasm is the progress engine. But during this meeting we will keep the life reality defined by financing and other non-scientific factors. Let us estimate our possibilities objectively and try to find ways for realization of this remarkable project through the international cooperation.   

The World Space Observatory project is closely connected to the Spectrum UV project that is one of the main projects included in the Russian Federal Space Program.   Spectrum UV was planned as the space observatory for observations in the UV spectral range. The large space telescope of 1.7 m diameter was constructed namely for Spectrum UV project. The most significant achievement in the framework of this project is the development of the T-170M telescope that is now is at the Phase B stage, and results of the study of many subsystems of the project (Phase A).  The WSO/UV idea is based on these materials. My colleagues will give you more details on the project.

Russia is ready for participation in the WSO/UV project. Moreover, as we declared in our letters, we are ready to undertake the coordinating functions at this stage. We have material to contribute to the project. And it is very important that there are real proposals from some countries (in particular concerning the ground segment).

Let us begin the real work!
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